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Development of  

Agriculture is  

Essential 
      

       Md. Arafat Rahman 
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B angladesh is an agricultural coun-

try. Agriculture and farmers are 

the backbones of Bangladesh's economy since the lib-

eration war of 1971. The farmers were in the front row 

and their contribution is undeniable. The Constitution 

of Bangladesh has identified one of the duties of the 

state to take effective measures for agricultural revo-

lution, to improve the nutritional status of the people, 

and to improve public health.  

Agriculture is closely associated with the life and live-

lihood of the people of Bangladesh. The economic de-

velopment of this country is not possible without agri-

culture. Proper planning is essential for the overall 

development of the agricultural sector. It has an im-

portant role to play in increasing productivity and in-

come and creating employment in rural areas for the 

prosperity of the country’s large population. The agri-

cultural sector makes a significant contribution to the 

country's GDP, providing employment to about half of 

the workforce and providing the main raw material 

for agro-based industries.  

Agriculture is a special area closely linked to im-

portant issues such as ensuring food and nutrition for 

the people, creating income opportunities, and reduc-

ing poverty. In addition, agriculture is a source of a 

wide variety of consumer goods, especially in rural 

areas. Therefore, to reduce rural poverty, it is essen-
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tial to develop the agricultural sector and accelerate 

its growth.  

 

Agriculture is a combination of crops, fisheries, 

livestock, and forest sub-sectors. In this context, 

the Agriculture Policy has been formulated by 

the Ministry of Agriculture to take and conduct 

proper development.  

 

Issues related to research, extension, seeds, fertilizers, 

micro-irrigation, marketing systems, and human re-

source development for crop production have been giv-

en priority as expected in this policy. The crop sector 

plays a very important role in the agriculture of Bang-

ladesh and is of utmost importance in various agricul-

tural programs of the government. The amount of ag-

ricultural land in the country is declining at a rate of 

about 1% per annum and soil quality and fertility are 

declining as a result of soil erosion and the increasing 

salinity in the soil 

 

Diversification of agriculture is needed to increase the 

production of food for the growing population and the 

supply of raw materials to the agro-industry. In line 

with the Millennium Development Goals, the objective 

of the Government of Bangladesh is to bring the popu-

lation living below the poverty line below 50 percent. 

The “Perspective Plan (2010-2021)” is designed to 

maintain a reliable economic structure in the country. 

It also emphasizes rapid economic growth in rural are-

as, agricultural development, and the development of 

non-agricultural economic activities related to rural 

agriculture.  

 

To achieve higher growth in GDP, the annual growth 

in the agricultural sector must be similarly increased. 
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Higher agricultural GDP growth can be achieved 

through the application of modern agricultural tech-

nologies and connecting farmers' supply chains with 

consumers in the national and international markets 

to increase agricultural productivity. This will reduce 

poverty in the country as well as improve the living 

standards of the farmers. 

The role of small farms is more in the agricultural sec-

tor. Agriculture has a huge impact on the economic 

development and livelihood of the people. In order to 

reduce the poverty and improve the living standards 

of the rural population, it is essential to make the ex-

isting agricultural production system more dynamic 

and to introduce a sustainable commercial agricultur-

al production system. Combined efficient and effective 

agricultural technology management of agricultural 

research and extension is required for sustainable ag-

ricultural interaction and diversification through tech-

nological change.  

In this case, proper value addition and proper market 

management assistance are required. It is vital to 

maintain the supply of skilled human resources in-

cluding productivity, resource utilization skills, use of 

up-to-date technology, and research and testing facili-

ties, In order to sustain knowledge-intensive agricul-

ture. More scientific and technical support is needed 

for agriculture in Bangladesh. In today's multidimen-

sional national and economic environment, there is a 

need to increase the effectiveness of government ex-

penditure in agricultural research and extension man-

agement. 

 

The first national agricultural policy was adopted in 

April 1999. Over time some important issues arise 

and in some cases, new dimensions are added. In the 

context of declining agricultural resources and biodi-
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versity, climate change, increasing the level and se-

verity of natural disasters, high food prices, etc., the 

agriculture sector needs to be empowered to meet 

these challenges. In the context of the current agro-

economic situation, it has become necessary to update 

the existing agricultural policy.  

 

The specific objectives of the National Agricultural 

Policy 2013 are to ensure a sustainable and profitable 

agricultural production system, innovation and expan-

sion of improved crop varieties and cultivation tech-

nology through research and training, building a self-

reliant agricultural system capable of meeting the 

needs of farmers adapting to climate change, increas-

ing productivity, creating employment and income 

opportunities, introducing competitive agriculture 

through commercialization, ensuring fair prices of ag-

ricultural products, increasing opportunities for ex-

port of agricultural products, creating new agro-based 

industries and meeting nutritional needs of the peo-

ple.  

Capabilities in the agricultural sector of Bangladesh 

are: generally favorable year-round agro-climate for 

crop production, research-extension methods for tech-

nology innovation, technology transfer and expansion 

at farm level, scientific and trained manpower for ag-

ricultural research and development, appropriate 

technology for major crop production, nationwide agri-

cultural materials supply network, adequate manpow-

er for agricultural activities, biodiversity of different 

crops, water availability, Government financial aid, 

agricultural management monitoring, guidelines for 

the use of land and soil resources in different agricul-

tural areas, traditional and experienced knowledge of 

farmers and agricultural subsidy cards and farmer 

bank accounts. 
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 Ensuring the availability of new technologies is es-

sential to increasing farm productivity and farmer 

income. The government considers agricultural expan-

sion as a service-providing system that will provide 

farmers with new technologies, improved farm meth-

ods, and techniques, including information and advice 

on appropriate technical and farm management. As 

an agrarian country, Bangladesh needs a huge pool of 

skilled agricultural workers and educated & trained 

human resources to reduce the gap between farmers' 

grain production capacity and the needs of the people 

and ensure their food security.  

 

Proper implementation of the National Agricultural 

Policy will accelerate the process of crop production, 

which in turn will make agriculture a dynamic sector 

that is expected to bring about a positive change in 

the economy of the country. If farmers, researchers, 

scientists, agribusinesses, government officials, and 

politicians all make successful contributions in their 

respective fields to the implementation of the National 

Agricultural Policy, the development goals and per-

spective planning goals will be achieved through this 

process.  

 

 

Author is a Columnist & Asst. Officer     

Career & Professional Development Services De-
partment; Southeast University  

E-mail: arafatrahman373@gmail.com 
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T 
he Sundarbans is the world's largest man-

grove forest. It covers 9,630 km2 and is locat-

ed on the border of West Bengal, India, and 

Bangladesh. Since 1879, the Sundarbans mangrove 

forest has been managed scientifically. The 

Sundarbans are one of the most biologically produc-

tive natural ecosystems on the planet, with the 

world's largest halophytic mangrove forests. The for-

est serves as a vital buffer for inland areas against the 

ravages of the Bay of Bengal's frequent cyclones. The 

Sundarban of Bangladesh was inscribed in the 798th 

World Heritage List by UNESCO in 1997 for its out-

standing natural value, and the Government of the 

People's Republic of Bangladesh declared the 

Sundarban a World Heritage Site in 1999. The Bengal 

Tiger (Panthera tigris tigris), Ganges River Dolphin 

(Platanista gangetica), Irrawaddy Dolphin (Orcaella 

brevirostris), Indian Python (Python molurus), Estua-
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rine Crocodile (Crocodylus porosus), and around 260 

different bird species, including several migratory 

ones like the Spoon-billed Sandpiper (Calidris pyg-

maea). Many fish including the migratory Hilsa, call it 

home (Tenualosa ilisha). 

 

Climate is typically described in terms of the mean 

and variability of temperature, precipitation, and 

wind over a period of time ranging from months to 

millions of years (the classical period is 30 years). Cli-

mate change has an impact on natural resources such 

as water and forests, as well as the communities that 

rely on them. Ecosystems and biodiversity are under 

threat from climate change. Some Sundarbans-

dependent people are now forced to change their tradi-

tional occupations and migrate away from their ances-

tral habitat in search of a better life. The shrinking of 

mangrove areas as a result of climate change is said to 

be having a negative impact on the country's economy. 

Climate change is affecting the Sundarbans in numer-

ous ways. Some are:  

Rising sea levels: Rising sea levels, for starters, pose a 

serious threat to these fragile ecosystems. Thermal 

expansion and the addition of significant amounts of 

water due to the melting of polar ice caps and glaciers 

are causing the volume of water in the oceans to in-

crease. Because the Sundarbans' average elevation is 

less than one meter above sea level, flooding is a ma-

jor concern. As a result, any increase in sea level will 

have a significant impact on the region. Though man-

groves are water-resistant, tidal inundation that oc-

curs too frequently or for too long can kill them. 

Increasing temperature: The temperature of the wa-

ters in the Sundarbans increased at an accelerated 

rate of 0.5oC per decade between 1980 and 2007, com-

pared to the observed global sea surface temperature 

warming at a rate of 0.06oC per decade. This rapid 

rise in sea temperature has serious consequences for 
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aquatic life. Because the Sundarbans are an estuarine 

delta, this change has a significant impact. Further-

more, it has a negative impact on the health of the 

mangrove ecosystem. 

 

Water logging: Increased rainfall intensity, which is 

also expected in the region, would result in increased 

erosion upstream and increased sediment availability, 

particularly along the Ganges and its tributaries. In 

conjunction with prolonged flooding, the latter effect 

occurs. Such a shift would be more pronounced on the 

Bangladesh side of the forest, and it could partially 

offset the permanent inundation of the forest floor. 

Increase coastal erosion: Flooding on a regular basis 

also causes coastal erosion, which can lead to a de-

crease in total land area. The recent disappearance of 

some delta islands raises concerns about the future of 

many other islands in the area. These events cause 

people to emigrate, resulting in environmental refu-

gees who, in turn, increase population pressures in 

neighboring regions and urban centers. The disap-

pearance of these islands also poses a serious threat to 

the region's diverse biodiversity. 

 

Increase intensity cyclonic storm surge: The 

Sundarbans are located in a region of the world where 

major tropical cyclones occur on a regular basis. As 

wind speeds and precipitation levels continue to rise, 

it is thought that rising sea levels and temperatures 

will exacerbate these storms. It could be argued that 

the intensity of storm surges will likely increase under 

climate change scenarios, especially in the latter half 

of the twenty-first century. Cyclonic storms would de-

stroy the forest, its inhabitants, and its resources. A 

high-intensity event in 1986 and Cyclone SIDR in 

2007 devastated the Sundarbans, drowning thousands 

of its magnificent animals, including the Royal Bengal 

Tiger, which is a threatened species. The cyclone's 

wind also wreaked havoc on the vegetation of a large 

portion of the forest. High-intensity storm surges, in-

fluenced by climate change, would inundate high lev-

ees and back swamps that are not submerged in sa-

line water and thus would be affected by salinity. 

 

Increase saline water intrusion: The ingress of saline 

water into Sundarbans areas that are not tolerant of 

these conditions is also a cause for concern. Excessive 

soil salinity can be extremely harmful to ecosystems 

because salts can accumulate in the soil and impede 

plant growth. It also endangers the health of freshwa-

ter aquatic life like fish and giant prawns. The rising 

sea level has been observed to push saline water up-
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stream into estuaries and rivers, forcing freshwater 

life into the last remaining saline-free waters. Fur-

thermore, agriculture is being harmed by high levels 

of salinity in soils caused by high tides, cyclones, and 

storm surges, as well as problems with water stagna-

tion, which sometimes extends beyond monsoon sea-

sons. 

Loss of biodiversity: The Sundarbans is regarded as 

one of the world's most complex and delicate ecosys-

tems. There are 334 plant species, 49 mammalian spe-

cies, 59 reptilian species, 210 whitefish species, 24 

shrimp species, 14 crab species, 43 mollusk species, 

and approximately 260 bird species in the mangroves. 

Endangered species include the Royal Bengal tiger, 

Irrawaddy dolphin, Indian python, and estuarine croc-

odile. Global climate change threatens almost all of 

the Sundarbans' flora and fauna. Every topic dis-

cussed in the "Global" section contributes to the loss of 

forest biodiversity. Plants and animals lose food and 

shelter as a result of deforestation and salinization 

(deforestation also literally wipes out plant species). 

Extreme weather and a lack of preparedness for natu-

ral disasters make animals just as vulnerable as hu-

mans, a sad reality that human communities fre-

quently overlook. In addition to these topics, other 

processes are annihilating species of all kinds and 

contributing to the Sundarbans' loss of biodiversity. 

Tourism-related pollution has increased exponentially 

as the Sundarbans have become a more popular desti-

nation for environmentally conscious vacationers. 

 

Some of the warning signs of climate change's nega-

tive effects, such as sea-level rise, water logging, poor 

drainage, siltation, and seawater intrusion, can al-

ready be seen in the Sundarban region. Adaptation of 

the Sundarbans to climate change may thus require 

cross-border institutional arrangements in addition to 

local adaptation. Climate change risks should not be 

allowed to divert attention away from other critical 

threats, such as shrimp farming, illegal tree felling, 

wildlife poaching, and oil pollution from barge traffic, 

which may already be endangering fragile ecosystems 

like the Sundarbans even before significant climate 

change impacts manifest. 

 

Author is an Associate Editor 

The Environment Review 

E-mail: tanverhossain46@gmail.com 
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B 
angladesh is a mono energy-based country in 

southeast Asia. Gas is the prime energy 

source in the country. But with the growing 

population and demand, it might get depleted by 

2026, according to many experts and surveys. Alterna-

tives like oil or coal are not in enough amount to sup-

plement. Moreover, fossil fuels are greatly liable for 

the current global warming crisis. Hence, Bangladesh-

is are also at risk of adverse effects of climate change 

besides future energy crisis, where 134 million people 

might face lower living standards due to this in near 

future. So, green or renewable energy should be tried 

for mitigation as well as contribution to the energy 

sector.  

Energy resources are divided into two parts, Renewa-

ble and Non-Renewable. To understand the basic dif-

ference between them, a word would come into our 

mind, ‘Renewal’. Think about a passport, when it is 

expired after its expiry date, then we need to renew it. 

But in the case of energy, it's better to use the word 

depleted instead of expired. When the energy re-

sources are depleted, we cannot use them again. 

Therefore, these are called non-renewable energy re-

sources. Such as - various types of fossil fuels, like Oil, 

Gas, and Coal. And when we can use the energy re-

sources again and again (like renewing), then these 

are called renewable energy resources. Such as hydro-

power, solar energy, tidal power, wind energy, wave 

energy, and geothermal energy. This article exerts to 

delineate the current status, prospects, and challenges 

of these renewable energies in Bangladesh. The find-

ings are mainly from an extensive detailed disserta-

tion thesis of my Master at the University of South 

Wales, United Kingdom, titled ‘An Assessment of the 

Potentiality and Challenges of Hydropower Genera-

tion in Bangladesh’ 

Solar 

Solar energy in Bangladesh, we simply can say – ‘very 

good prospect and very popular as well. Wherever we 

go - villages, hospitals, cities schools, we will somehow 
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find solar panels. In this country, there are both do-

mestic and commercial solar power plants. Recently 

the country has opened a 28-megawatt power plant in 

Teknaf, a 50-megawatt solar power plant in My-

mensingh, and a 35-megawatts power plant in Mani-

kganj, which is a great addition to its national grid. 

The prospect of solar energy in Bangladesh is quite 

good. The average solar radiation is 2-6 KWh/m2, 

which is very much suitable for solar energy genera-

tion. There are also some challenges, such as the mon-

soon or winter season, which gets problematic often. 

And Bangladesh doesn’t have many more technical 

experts in this field. As this is a prospective field, so 

we need them more in our country. 

Hydro 

Bangladesh is crisscrossed by numerous rivers, so 

someone might assume that this country is very rich 

in hydropower. But practically, it’s not. Bangladesh 

has one large-scale hydropower plant in Kaptai, which 

is able to produce 230 MW of electricity. The plant 

was commissioned in 1962 with the administration of 

USAID to then Pakistan. The country does not have 

any more large-scale hydropower plants and not much 

smaller scale as well. There are some places like Bam-

er Chara or Mirershorai, where some pilot projects 

were installed, to see whether they show any small-

scale hydropower potential or not, but the projects 

were not much satisfactory. The country is actually 

keener to import hydroelectricity from its neighbors 

like Nepal or Bhutan, rather than its own production.  

In terms of the prospect of hydropower in Bangladesh, 

there are some rivers like Sangu, Matamuhuri, 

Someshwari, and Dhalai, where are some smaller-

scale or run-off river (using river flow to rotate turbine 

directly without dam) hydropower plants can be tried. 

In the Brahmaputra, a large-scale hydropower plant 

with a barrage that can produce 1300 megawatts, a 

possibility was assessed once, but it's not sure wheth-
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er it is possible or not. There are plenty of challenges 

to hydropower generation in Bangladesh. Some tech-

nical challenges; such as lack of detailed existing stud-

ies. Whenever we want to go for the project, we need 

detailed studies and data, which Bangladesh lacks. 

The country is supposed to have a low hydraulic head, 

which needs to be higher for hydropower generation. 

There are a lot of social challenges, such as differences 

in opinions. Not everyone is thinking that Bangladesh 

has the potential for hydropower. Another social chal-

lenge is rehabilitation. When the Kaptai hydropower 

plant was built, at that time, a lot of people had to be 

displaced because of flooding. There are a lot of eco-

nomic problems like corruption and investment. Hy-

dropower plant construction, more precisely the larg-

est scale hydropower plant construction requires a lot 

of money. Environmental challenges like flooding and 

impacts on biodiversity are factors. Overall, Bangla-

desh might not have great hydropower potential, but 

still, something can be tried in this country because of 

the rivers. At least more studies should be done with 

detailed data. The government should come forward to 

solve this issue, by providing a better data set (for ex-

ample dataset in National River Flow Archive, UK 

(http://nrfa.ceh.ac.uk ).   

Tidal 

Bangladesh does not have any tidal power plants. If 

we talk about the prospect, it has been not proven yet. 

Bangladesh has an almost 710 kilometers long coastal 

line. Generally, the tidal heads rise and fall ranging 

from 2 to 8 meters. So, it is assumed that tidal wheel 

technology in the sluice gates can be useful there. The 

ISTP of Murdoch University, Australia planned for a 

demonstrative tidal plant in Swandip, a coastal area 

in Bangladesh. But it didn’t go ahead. Main challeng-

es of tidal power generation here, firstly, lack of de-

tailed existing studies and detailed data. The sea 

beaches or shores of Bangladesh is mostly sandy. So, 

it is quite difficult often to set up a tidal power plant. 

Overall, it can be concluded that this country doesn't 

have many prospects, but still, as it has the longest 

sea beach in the world, and also a lot of areas in those 

parts, so something can be tried. 

Wind 

There is no active electricity-generating wind power 

plant in Bangladesh. Most of the MET offices have 

observed that the wind speed is quite low, the annual 

mean speed is 2-4 knots or 1-2 m/s typically, at 5-10 m 

height from the ground. There are some experimental 

The Environment Review 
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windmills installed in Feni or Kutubdia. But their 

performances have been questionable. The LGED has 

installed some windmills with low cut-in-speed, to lift 

groundwater. It has also installed 7 wind turbines, 

with 3.2 KW capacity and 10.5 m/s rated wind speed, 

at Saint Martin Island as a part of ean xperiment, but 

they didn't show that many good results. So, not much 

prospect has been evident so far. There are a lot of 

challenges, such as this country doesn't have the wind 

like Scotland or Ireland to produce wind energy. Also, 

there are a lot of technical difficulties, lack of experts, 

and lack of data, and wind energy might have a lot of 

environmental impact on its local birds. Despite the 

challenges, experiments should be continued to discov-

er prospects.  

 

Geothermal 

Bangladesh also doesn't have any geothermal plants 

like waves or tidal. It is also said that there is no pro-

spect. This is because wherever we want to produce 

any geothermal energy in a certain area, that area 

should have volcanoes or igneous rock succession. But 

the rock succession in Bangladesh is sedimentary. 

Though there is a place, 5 kilometers north of 

Sitakunda and 40 kilometers far from the center of 

Chittagong. This place has been called the laba-

nakhya, a hot spring has been found there. So, some 

investigations like geophysical surveys can be done in 

there. There is definitely a challenge, which is mainly 

natural. Its geology doesn't support geothermal ener-

gy production.  

 

 

Finally, gas is contributing almost 58% to the coun-

try’s energy generation but it might get depleted by 

2026 as stated before. Importing electricity can’t sub-

stitute the prime energy source. There are also risks 

of adverse effects of climate change by 2050. So, alter-

natives like renewable energy are the ultimate solu-

tion. Developed countries are moving towards renewa-

ble energy to get a sustainable environment. For ex-

ample, China is now shifting towards renewable ener-

gy from coal-fired power plants. Sustainable Develop-

ment Goal 7 – ‘Affordable and Clean Energy’ signifies 

more energy mix by increasing the percentage of re-

newable electricity generation. Bangladesh should 

now focus as well. It is better to conduct more detailed 

studies on the country’s renewable energy generation 

potential. Besides solar, small-scale hydropower and 

wind power plants can be tried as suggested above. 

Governments should offer incentives in this sector for 

further development. Universities should do more re-

search and open new courses to produce experts in 

this field. More dependence on renewable energy 

would ease the country’s tension over the energy crisis 

and also might help it to be energy independent. 

 

The author is a Lecturer at Department of Envi-

ronmental Science and Disaster Management, 

Daffodil International University.  

E-mail: sadril.esdm@diu.edu.bd  
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M 
icroplastics are everywhere, from the 

highest peaks of Mount Everest to the 

world’s deepest the Pacific Ocean. Micro-

plastics are tiny pieces of plastics less than five milli-

meters in diameter. The microscopic particles can be 

harmful to our oceans and aquatic life. For the first 

time, a group of researchers finds microplastics in our 

blood. The effects on human health are still unknown. 

However, laboratory  

experiments have shown that microplastic particles do 

a lot of damage to human cells. The particles do not 

dissolve or break down into any other substance in the 

body (non-degradable) and reach different parts of the 

body.  
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Disrupts the normal metabolism and functions of 

those organs. Gradually paralyzes the limbs. Such 

microplastics are called in scientific terms - ‘per and 

polyethylene terephthalate (PET). 

Microplastics come from a variety of sources. They 

form over time as plastic objects, like plastic bags, bot-

tles, toys and food packets that degrade into smaller 

and smaller pieces. The major sources of human expo-

sure to microplastics likely come from airborne dust, 

tap water, bottled water, air and seafood. But they 

don’t disappear. 

Microplastics can be divided into two main categories 

according to their source: primary microplastics and 

secondary microplastics. Primary microplastics are 

directly released into the environment as tiny parti-

cles. It can be representing between 15-31% of micro-

plastics in the oceans. The laundering of synthetic 

clothes is the main source of primary microplastics. 

The secondary microplastics originated from the deg-

radation of larger plastic objects, such as plastic bags, 

bottles, toys or fishing nets. The amount of microplas-

tics found in the ocean is 69-81%. 

Microplastics have been found in food and drinks, in-

cluding beer, honey and tap water. Not surprisingly, 

they have also recently been discovered in human 

blood. 

 

 

Microplastics come from a variety of sources. 

They form over time as plastic objects, like 

plastic bags, bottles, toys and food packets 

that degrade into smaller and smaller pieces. 

The major sources of human exposure to mi-

croplastics likely come from airborne dust, 

tap water, bottled water, air and seafood.  

 

 

Their health effects on humans are still unclear, but 

plastics often contain additives, such as stabilizers or 

flame-retardants, and other possibly toxic chemical 

substances that may be harmful to the animal or hu-
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man ingesting them. 

Microplastic pollution poses a serious threat to the en-

vironment and mankind. Microplastic pollution is also 

increasing day by day in Bangladesh. The level of 

health risks due to the use of plastic by the people of 

the country is increasing. Due to the shortage of pota-

ble water in the country, people in the cities are buy-

ing plastic bottled water. As a result, there is a risk of 

increasing the level of microplastics in the human 

body.  

 

Due to the scarcity of water, people are cooking with 

tap water, which is a threat to human health. Moreo-

ver, we do not carry certain bags when we go to the 

market. Fish, meat, and vegetables are brought home 

in polythene bags, after making them suitable for 

cooking, we put them in polythene bags and keep them 

in the fridge. This has the potential to increase the 

number of  

 

Their health effects on humans 

are still unclear, but plastics often 

contain additives, such as stabi-

lizers or flame-retardants, and 

other possibly toxic chemical sub-

stances that may be harmful to 

the animal or human ingesting 

them. 
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microplastics in our bodies. 

As the level of air pollution 

increases, the level of micro-

plastic pollution is likely to 

increase at a proportional 

rate. Since 2018, Bangla-

desh has been at the top of 

the world in terms of air 

pollution. Microplastics can 

enter the body through the 

air, so the people of Bangla-

desh have no way to get rid 

of microplastic pollution.  

 

Meanwhile, the water crisis 

in the country, on the other 

hand, is the top position in 

air pollution. So it will sur-

pass the world in terms of 

health risks.  

We must now work to pre-

vent air pollution, water 

pollution, and microplastic 

pollution. To be health con-

scious we need to limit the 

use of plastics. The govern-

ment of Bangladesh has to 

take urgent steps to curb 

the use of lightweight plas-

tic bags. 

 

 

The author is student, 
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and Disaster Manage-
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E 
lectronic waste refers to all electrical and 

electronic equipment (EEE) and its part that 

have been discarded as waste by their owner 

with no intention of re-use. Today, e-waste is one of 

the fastest growing solid waste streams. According to 

a European Union study, e-waste is growing at a rate 

of 3.0 – 5.0 percent per year, or roughly three times 

faster than other individual waste streams in the solid 

waste sector. The rapid adoption of information tech-

nology around the world, combined with the regular 

introduction of new design and technology in the elec-

tronics sector, is causing the early obsolescence of 

many electronic items used today. 

 

Imports of electrical and electronic equipment, the 

government, public and private sectors discards sec-

ondary markets for old PCs and phones, and individu-

al households are the primary sources of e-waste gen-

eration. Almost 90% of e-waste falls into one of three 

categories. Several trends are causing an increase in 
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the amount of e-waste. The global information society 

is rapidly expanding. It is distinguished by an in-

creasing number of users and rapid technological ad-

vancements that drive innovation, efficiency and so-

cial and economic development.  

E-waste has increased the total waste volume and 

after dismantling, it emits a variety of toxic and car-

cinogenic gases and metals that endanger human 

health and pollute the environment. Chemically and 

physically, e-waste differs from urban or industrial 

waste. It contains both dangerous and valuable mate-

rials that necessitate special handling and recycling 

practices in order to avoid negative environmental 

and human health consequences. 

 

Bangladesh, in line with global trends and due to its 

ongoing rapid growth, is increasingly utilizing elec-

tronics-based appliances, equipment and tools in peo-

ple's homes, offices, industrial units, vehicles and 

communication systems. This has resulted in a corre-

sponding increase in the rate of e-waste generation. 

In our country, the informal sector recycles a very 

small amount of used electrical goods, while the rest 

is dumped in landfills, rivers, ponds, drains, lakes, 

channels and open spaces. Improper recycling and 

recovery methods can have serious environmental 

consequences. Toxic emissions from crude forms of 

dismantling frequently pollute the environment and 

expose workers and the general public to hazardous 

materials. 

Inadequate e-waste recycling produces significant 

hazardous emissions, which have serious consequenc-

es for health and the environment. The occupational 

health risks posed to e-waste collectors and handlers, 

as well as the community health risks posed to the 

surrounding community, are all associated with the 

informal recycling process. In Bangladesh, e-waste 

handling, dismantling, and recycling are carried out 

in a rudimentary manner in the informal sector, with 

no safety measures in place. As a result, workers are 

directly exposed to the risk of health hazards, while 

the general public is indirectly exposed to the risk of 

environmental (air, water, and soil) pollution as a re-

sult of improper e-waste management and disposal. 
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The informal sector in Bangladesh, primarily 

in Dhaka, engages in open burning of wires/

cables to recover copper. This burning activi-

ty emits harmful toxic compounds such as 

dioxin and furan and contributes to air pollu-

tion. 

 

Aside from recovery and recycling, a significant 

amount of e-waste is mixed with domestic solid waste 

and disposed of in landfills. Weathering and chemical 

reactions accelerate the leaching of hazardous ele-

ments from e-waste, releasing them into the air, wa-

ter, and soil, posing a serious threat to the environ-

ment. Atmospheric pollution caused by open burning 

and demolition activities endangers the surrounding 

community as well as remote areas. Because contami-

nants can accumulate in aquatic life, agricultural 

lands, poultry, and livestock, environmental pollution 

is a significant source of food chain contamination. 

The vast majority of e-waste is disposed of in 

(sanitary) landfills. The use of the appropriate test, in 

this case, the TCLP (Toxicity Characteristic Leaching 

Procedure) revealed that e-waste discarded at urban 

waste dumping sites does not produce leachates with 

heavy metal concentrations exceeding environmental 

limits. Furthermore, the common management prac-

tice of compressing e-waste before or during disposal 

in landfills may increase leachate volumes due to the 

disruption of the various electronic circuit parts; as a 

result, it is proposed to perform cement solidification 

on e-waste, which increases pH and decreases the flow 

of aqueous solutions in the waste discarded. 

When electronic waste is disposed of or recycled with-

out proper precautions, it has a negative impact on 

the environment and human health. It has been dis-

covered that e waste contains over 1000 substances, 

many of which are toxic and harmful elements like 
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lead, cadmium, mercury, beryllium, chromium, and so 

on. E waste enters the environment in a variety of 

ways, polluting the air, water, and soil. 

In developing countries such as Bangladesh, approxi-

mately 20-30% of total e waste is recycled, while the 

remaining 70-80% of e waste is disposed of in landfills. 

It has been reported that e waste accounts for approxi-

mately 40% of the heavy metals found in landfills. 

 

The government has already prepared a National 3R 

(Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle) Strategy that addresses e

-waste issues. Under the policy direction of the Govern-

ment, the Department of Environment (DoE) has un-

dertaken various programs and projects to take this 

further towards fulfilling Bangladesh's commitment to 

the international community and achieving the stated 

targets of the SDG campaign. This current study is 

part of the DoE's initiative. 

 

Electronics and electrical devices appear to be efficient 

and environmentally friendly, but there are hidden 

dangers associated with them when they become E-

waste. The perilous nature of E-waste is one of the 

world's rapidly growing environmental issues. The ever

-increasing volume of E-waste, combined with a lack of 

attention and appropriate expertise, is exacerbating 

the problem. Educating people at all levels on how to 

recycle, reuse, and dispose of electronics will teach 

them and their communities how to be more environ-

mentally responsible. 

Indeed, electronic waste is a global issue that necessi-

tates a global solution. As a result, there is an urgent 

need for proper waste management, as well as efficient 

recycling methods and appropriate dumping sites, so 

that it does not contaminate underground water and 

soil.  
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A 
ir pollution has be-

come a worldwide 

problem. Being ex-

posed to polluted air 

has a negative impact on one's 

health. Because air pollution has 

been linked to serious illnesses 

such as lung disease, cancer, 

heart disease, and stroke, it is re-

ferred to as a "new type of smok-

ing." Polluted air outside the 

home has reduced life expectancy 

by an average of three years, more 

than any previous study and even 

more than smoking has reduced 

life expectancy. 

According to a study published in 

the Journal of Cardiovascular Re-

search, air pollution reduces life 

expectancy by nearly ten times 

the average life expectancy per 

year in all types of conflicts on 

Earth, including war. According to 

scientists, the number of deaths 

caused by smoking will surpass 

the number of deaths caused by 

air pollution every year. 

The issue of life expectancy is in-

extricably linked to the issue of 

air pollution. We should also look 

into whether our average life ex-

pectancy has risen or fallen. Ac-

cording to the Life Index, air pol-

lution has cut global life expectan-

cy by 2.2 years. Researchers be-

lieve that a long-term clean air 

policy that reduces the use of fos-

sil fuels could increase life expec-

tancy while also contributing to 

positive climate change. According 

to the World Health Organization, 

smoking kills more than 7.2 mil-

lion people worldwide each year. 

According to the study, more than 

6 million people died directly as a 

result of their use of cigarettes 

and tobacco products. 
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Moreover, According to 

the researchers, less 

attention has been 

paid to air pollution in 

recent decades than to 

smoking. They believe 

that reducing fossil 

fuel emissions to zero 

would increase aver-

age life expectancy. 

The study also discov-

ered that the long-

term effects of air pol-

lution are more pro-

nounced at the nation-

al and regional levels.  

 

In East Asian coun-

tries, for example, the 

average life expectancy has dropped to four years, 

with Oceania having the lowest decline.  The effects of 

air pollution vary from country to country.  Due to air 

pollution, the average lifespan on the African country 

Chad has decreased by more than seven years, while 

in Colombia it has decreased by a little over four 

months.  Elderly people are most at risk of death due 

to air pollution.  The health risks are also higher in 

the elderly.  Scientists have found that heart disease 

is the leading cause of death, followed by lung infec-

tions, so older people are at greater risk of dying from 

air pollution. 

 

The respiratory system is the most vulnerable to the 

effects of air pollution. Asthma, lung cancer, and 

stroke can all result from this. The majority of air pol-

lution is caused by brick kilns. The number of brick 

kilns is growing by the day. Simultaneously, the level 

of air pollution is rising. Fossil fuels are a major con-

tributor to air pollution.  

 

The public transportation system has not improved. If 

the public transportation system is not controlled, it 

will be impossible to reduce the use of private vehicles 

and thus the use of such fuels. 

 

Air pollution damages the blood 

vessels in the human heart, in-

creasing oxidative stress, which in 

turn leads to high blood pressure, 

stroke, heart attack, heart-failure 

and diabetes.  Air pollution is a 

major threat to health systems 

around the world.  It is no longer a 

secret that air pollution is the new 

smoke.  So it's time for those who 

work with public health to be 

more serious. 

 

In recent times, we have seen the 
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Indian government declare a state of emergency in the 

capital, Delhi, in the face of public health concerns.  

Even there the school was closed for a few days.  Peo-

ple have been warned to stay home.  Thousands of 

patients have been admitted to hospitals for respirato-

ry diseases.  Because Delhi is an uninhabitable city in 

terms of air pollution.  This is happening due to pol-

luted air.  The air in Delhi, the capital of India, is the 

most polluted in the world.  Delhi is now called the 

'Gas Chamber'.  Five of the six most polluted cities in 

the world are in northern India.  That is why Delhi is 

not the only city in northern India where air pollution 

has reached such alarming proportions.  According to 

a Greenpeace survey, 22 of the world's 30 most pollut-

ed cities are in India.  The level of pollution that the 

World Health Organization considers acceptable for 

habitation is several times higher than the pollution 

in Indian cities alone.  Every year 8 million people in 

the world die prematurely due to air pollution. 

 

The level of air pollution in  

Dhaka city is increasing day by day.  

Due to the smog in these densely pop-

ulated cities like  

Dhaka and Delhi, heart disease, 

stroke, lung cancer, diabetes and many 

other types of chronic lung diseases 

are on the rise.   

 

Dhaka, the capital of Bangladesh, is not far behind in 

terms of air pollution.  Dhaka city is becoming in-

creasingly uninhabitable.  The level of air pollution in 

Dhaka city is increasing day by day.  Due to the smog 

in these densely populated cities like Dhaka and Del-
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hi, heart disease, stroke, lung cancer, diabetes and 

many other types of chronic lung diseases are on the 

rise.  Nepal and Bangladesh, India's neighbors in the 

plains, are also at high risk due to air pollution in 

northern India.  This is because the fog and dust can 

be carried away by the west wind. 

 

Among the various environmental pollutants, air pol-

lution is the most harmful.  Clean air is inevitable for 

our breathing so there is no other way but to maintain 

air quality.  An estimated 6 million people die each 

year from air pollution worldwide, of which 4 million 

live in the Asia-Pacific region.  More than ninety per-

cent of those who die as a result of air pollution live in 

poor countries.  A study by the World Health Organi-

zation found that about 9 out of every 10 people in the 

world use excessively polluted air for breathing. 

 

The economic impact of air pollution is not insignifi-

cant.  Air pollution costs the world economy about 5 

trillion a year.  Moreover, ground-level ozone pollution 

is expected to reduce the world's major crop produc-

tion by 26 percent by 2030. 

Regrettably, it is true that the overall state of the at-

mosphere around the world is constantly deteriorating 

due to environmental protection.  The condition of 

populated cities is deplorable in terms of urban envi-

ronment management.  Cities are becoming uninhab-

itable day by day.  The rich countries of the world are 

not paying as much attention to the construction of 

skyscrapers to prevent air pollution.  Cities are being 

built building after building.  Due to urbanization and 

industrialization, eco-friendly plants are being cut 

down.  Uncontrolled urbanization as well as un-

planned infrastructural development are mainly re-

sponsible for environmental pollution.  Finally, in the 

language of the poet, it is said,  

"Give back that forest, take the city." 

 

 

The Author is a Researcher and Article writer 

Email: mekailahmed117@gmail.com  
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Abstract 

This paper aims to outline environmental 

management in the light of Daoism. 

Throughout this study, I will analyze the re-

ligious and socio-cultural implications of 

Daoist philosophy on the way of ecologically 

sustainable development society, as environ-

mental protection has become a prime con-

cern around the world. This paper pays at-

tention to emphasizing the teachings of Dao-

ism for lessening man-made disasters world-

wide. Therefore, this study attempts to show 

how Daoism can assist the government and 

other stakeholders protect the environment 

and socio-economic development. Indeed, the 

role of religious models, especially Daoism, is 

very urgent in this age by which it can assist 

and contribute to minimizing environmental 

problems through cultivating social norms.  

 

Keywords: Environmental management, Daoism, so-

cial development, cultural values.  

 

INTRODUCTION 

Environmental management has become a crucial is-

sue in today’s contemporary world and has been dis-

cussed almost in every form of a global platform. 

While many foci on technological solutions to environ-

mental problems, the rest, on the other hand, indicate 

cultural and religious discourses as a remedy for it. 

Religious leaders are not also beyond this discussion. 

Since ancient times, religious leaders have come for-

ward to promote and support the preservation and 

nurturing of the planet earth. It is undeniable that 

today’s world is facing serious problems of environ-

mental destruction. Most forests, trees, and plants are 

being destroyed due to indiscriminate behavior 

against nature. Smoke and dust from the chimney of 

industry and other industrial wastages are causing 

air, soil, and water pollution. Therefore, the protection 

of nature is an essential aspect of heavily industrial-

ized countries like China, India, and others for their 

socio-economic developments. Being stewards of the 

earth, it is the responsibility of humans to care for 

nature proactively and ensure sustainable develop-

ment. The religious and ethical perspective of Daoism 

to protect nature reflects a positive image and tells 

how Daoism embraces every matter that humans face 

on earth. The attitudes of Daoism toward the conser-

vation of nature and natural resources are not only 
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based on the prohibition of over-exploitation but also 

on sustainable development. To ensure a sustainable 

world, it is urgent to properly observe the principle of 

‘equilibrium’. This equilibrium is only possible by con-

necting humans and nature and taking good care of 

our nature by changing our outlook.  

DISCUSSION 

    Daoism was founded in the 6th Century BCE with 

the hand of Laozi (老子laozi meaning ‘Old Master’) as 

a reaction to the Chinese religion and philosophy i.e. 

Confucianism of the time. Being an ancient and vi-

brant religious tradition that has influenced Chinese 

thought, society, and culture for millennia, Daoism 

has a large body of philosophical works that can be 

drawn upon to support or oppose a wide variety of 

different perspectives in ecology and otherwise 

(Epple, 2009a) . The impact of Daoism on Chinese 

culture is immense, despite its downgrade in modern 

times for several reasons. Since religion is one of the 

greatest human motivators; therefore, it is imperative 

to know how people view the environment, and it is 
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religion that can change or control people’s behaviors 

in many aspects. It is, however, most mainstream en-

vironmental ethicists have pretty much agreed that 

most religions motivate people best within their own 

cultures (Epple, 2009b). It is undeniable that techno-

logical innovations can reduce environmental prob-

lems but cannot solve them entirely. Besides, scien-

tific and technological knowledge, a collaboration of 

socio-cultural and religions, particularly the philoso-

phy of Daoism, is highly needed for ecologically sus-

tainable development and to resolve environmental 

problems. From the time of the Ming Dynasty until 

the present, there were two leading schools of Daoism, 

the Heavenly Masters School (Zhengyi) and the Com-

plete Perfection School (Quanzhen) (Lai, 2003), which 

played a vital role in Chinese culture and people. An-

other popular school of Daoism is (道教dao jiao), a reli-

gion practiced by many lay Chinese which manifests 

itself in the worship of many deities, sages, and im-

mortals as well as in other aspects of Chinese culture 

(Epple, 2009c). The Daoist idea of wu-wei (无为, liter-

ally “non-action”) emphasizes to act in harmony with 

the world and letting things follow their natural flow 

as part of a push toward greater environmental sus-

tainability.  

 

Another concept of Daoist philosophy is Qi (气 

meaning “vital energy”) describes that qi is prev-

alent from the brightest star to the tiniest ant, 

and it is never static but, flows between Heaven, 

Earth, and the myriad things. Yin-yang (阴- 

means “shady place” and 阳yang means “sunny 

place”) concept of Daoism is also described the 

cosmology.  

 

Although yin and yang work opponents of each other, 

but to maintain the equilibrium of nature, they must 

both be present and in a balanced position. Ziran (自

然) is another essential Daoist concept. “Ziran literally 

means arising from itself; accordingly, it can be trans-

lated as ‘spontaneity,’ but it also means 

‘nature’” (Paper, 2001). The meaning of ziran or 

‘nature’ is different in Daoism than in western philos-

ophy. As a driving force of Daoism, ziran can pertain 
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to the ecological movement in multifetch ways. David 

L. Hall (1989) discussed in his article “On Seeking a 

Change of Environment”, that Daoism is an example 

of a philosophy that with an alternate perspective on 

order and nature, would produce a more satisfactory 

environmental ethic (Hall , 1989). In the Chinese clas-

sic text “The Tao Te Ching,” it is said that “This origi-

nal nature is the eternal law. To know the nature’s 

law is to be enlightened. He who is ignorant of the 

nature’s law shall act recklessly, and thus will invite 

misfortune. To know the constant law of nature is to 

be generous. Being generous, one is impartial. Being 

impartial, one is the sovereign. Sovereign is the na-

ture itself” (Lao-Tzu cha. 16). 

Tu Wei- Ming (1989) argued in his article, “The Conti-

nuity of Being: Chinese Visions of Nature”, that Chi-

nese cosmology, based on the concept of qi气, inspires 

environmental principles. He contended that because 

humans arise from both yang qi and yin qi, from 

Heaven and Earth, respectively, humans are like chil-

dren of Heaven and Earth (Tu, 1989a). Thus, Tu Wei- 

Ming tried to make a bridge between nature and hu-

man beings by applying the virtue of filial piety. He 

additionally wrote, “forming one body with the uni-

verse can literally mean that since all modalities of 

being are made of ch’i, human life is part of a continu-

ous flow of the blood and breath that constitutes the 

cosmic process. Human beings are thus organically 

connected with rocks, trees, and animals” (Tu, 1989b). 

By portraying nature and humanity as a single-

family, he furthermore tried to integrate the systemic 

interconnectedness concept of Daoism with the Confu-

cius’ filial piety and Chinese folk religion practices of 

ancestor worship. He drew an equation by stating 

that taking care of the environment is the ultimate 

means of assisting one’s parents in old age or venerat-

ing and feeding the spirits of one’s ancestors, which 

could potentially be a powerful motivator for many 

Chinese.  

    Zhang Jiyu and Li Yuanguo (2001) argued that, 

“The operation of the Dao places no restrictions on 

Heaven, Earth, and the myriad things as regards 

their mutual stealing or mutual utilization. Daoism, 

as represented in the Yinfujing, sees nature and the 

myriad things as human beings’ best teacher, and as 

an unlimited vehicle for human enlightenment and 

social development” (Zhang, 2001a). In his article, 

“The Daoist Concept of Central Harmony in the Scrip-

ture of Great Peace: Human Responsibility for the 

Maladies of Nature”, Chi-tim Lai (2001) used the con-

cept of Central Harmony (中和zhonghe) as found in 

the Han dynasty text, Taipingjing, to argue against 

scholarly interpretations of the Daoist perspective on 

nature as characterized by wuwei and ziran (Lai, 

2001). Focusing on wuwei and ziran, Zhang Jiyu 

(2001) found that many Daoist principles are compati-

ble with the global ecological movement that he men-

tioned in his article, “A Declaration of the Chinese 

Daoist Association on Global Ecology”. He implored 

Chinese Daoist Association to educate Daoists and 

laypersons about their ecological obligations, to con-

tinue reforesting, starting with Daoist hermitages, 

and to transform Daoist sacred sites into examples of 

the benefits of environmental engineering, then per-

haps expand the project to the rest of China. He ar-

gued that there is a great connection among Heaven, 

Eartth and other terrestrial things because of yin and 

yang qi; so, it is the duty and responsibility of humans 

to behave and act natural way (ziran)  and in the spir-

it of wuwei (Zhang, 2001b). It is mentionable that the 

Daoist masters across China have already been work-

ing in the areas surrounding monasteries to teach the 

lay people about the Daoist relationship between hu-

mans and the environment and to plant trees and 

grass to halt desertification, especially in Northern 

China (Zhang, 2001c).  

    To faster the “green revolution” process, which they 

called the “Daoist Ecological Protection Network” at 

the Third Ecology Protection Forum of China Daoist 

Temples and Pagodas in the autumn of 2008, 69 rep-

resentatives of Chinese Daoist temples and associa-

tions met at Maoshan, one of the sacred Daoist moun-

tains, to discuss the relationship between Daoism and 

the environment. They published the Maoshan Decla-

ration, a document pledging to work in the next ten 

years to educate the Chinese population about envi-

ronmental issues and their relationship to Daoism 

and protect and restore the environment on holy 

mountains and temple grounds (Maoshan  

Declaration, 2008).  

To differ some extent with the previous scholars, Mi-

chael LaFargue (2001) argued in his article “‘Nature’ 
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as Part of Human Culture in Daoism”, that a Daoist 

environmental ethic would be the middle road of or-

ganic harmony which falls somewhere between 

thoughtlessly destructive action and absolute non-

action, modern Chinese Daoists have interpreted their 

own religion in such a way that they are playing an 

active role in protecting and restoring the environ-

ment, first on their own property, then broadening 

their scope to include China as a whole (LaFargue, 

2001). To emphasize on China’s environmental issues 

relating to Confucianism with Daoism, Mary Evelyn 

Tucker (1994) argued in her article, “Ecological 

Themes in Taoism and Confucianism”, that Daoism 

and Confucianism should inform a Chinese environ-

mental ethic together because they complement each 

other, with a Daoist perspective on the relationship 

between humans and nature and a Confucian focus on 

the interconnectedness of individuals, society, and 

nature (Tucker, 1994). The Daoist viewpoints of the 

interconnectedness between Heaven, Earth, and hu-

manity obligate humans to respect and work with the 

earth to maintain a healthy balance of qi throughout 

the universe for ecologically sustainable development.  

The above discussions suggest that the association of 

a suitable environment is essential for a balanced life. 

Lack of environmental protection due to different 

types of pollution threatens the life of the people and 

other animals. Environmental protection generally 

relates to protecting physical surroundings i.e., for-

ests, trees, plants, wetlands, animals etc. But, overall 

environmental protection also needs to include social, 

psychological, and moral values. Without protecting 

those aspects, complete environmental protection will 

not be possible. Therefore, it is simultaneous protec-

tion of the surrounding outside and the norms, morali-

ty, and inner heart of people. For this reason, the 

teachings of Daoism are urgently needed to integrate 

into our daily lives. Only then the peace and prosperi-

ty will be possible, benefiting the universe. A large 

number of scholars believe that many ideas of Daoist 

teachings would promote or support ecological posi-

tions such as systemic interconnectedness and conti-

nuity; few academics, on the contrary, disagree on 

whether Daoism can positively influence and even 

give moral authority to environmentalism due to the 

several reasons namely increasing of atheism, depend-

ency on scientific innovations, the gaps between belief 

and practice. However, this study keeps this research 

gap in mind and aims to further investigate so that 

Daoist principles can inspire individuals, government 
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bureaus, and businesses sectors to act in a more envi-

ronmentally ethical manner. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

Environmental management is a core issue for a 

sustainable society. With the affiliation of tech-

nological tools, it is also necessary to link the so-

cio-cultural values for ecologically sustainable 

development. Like other Chinese traditional phi-

losophies Confucianism, Legalism and, Yin–

Yang; Daoism also directs itself towards sustain-

able development. As an ancient Chinese reli-

gion and philosophy, Daoism has always been 

giving importance to divine harmony between 

nature and humanity. The Daoist principle con-

sists in “a path” directing to find a suitable way 

to lead life. It believes that greed and selfishness 

are the big obstacles to the way of world harmo-

ny; additionally, they cause destabilization of the 

world’s natural balance. The Chinese dream of 

ecological and environmental protection across 

China and to expand it globally. Since the Chi-

nese government has advanced towards an ag-

gressive green building campaign for ecological 

modernization; therefore, Daoism as a tool of re-

ligion and culture can contribute significantly to 

the government's journey.  
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A 
ir is the most important element of the envi-

ronment and this element is polluting day by 

day and the condition is getting more wors-

en. Air pollution is not only a headache for our coun-

try but also a major problem for various cities in In-

dia, Pakistan, and such crowded cities. We already 

have seen see the adverse effects of air pollution. New 

Delhi is one of the cities with the highest level of air 

pollution in the world.  However, according to Air Vis-

ual, Dhaka's score on the Air Quality Index is very 

disappointing, which is very uncomfortable. It is seen 

that the level of air pollution in Dhaka has surpassed 
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that of many other cities in the country.  

 

The issue of reducing air pollution is already being 

discussed in the country. The pure air that we can fill 

our lungs today, no money is being spent but it may 

happen that we have to spend money to get fresh air 

in a certain place! The day will be mostly horrible. The 

Creator has given us trees to take in this fresh air.  

Every day we fill our lungs with that free get air.  And 

we cut them and hit the axe on our own feet.  The sit-

uation in our country is going to that stage. Because 

we are still not rushing to a certain place to get fresh 

air. The day may not be far off when you have to wait 

in line for a little fresh air. Occupancy and pollution is 

a disaster in the capital today '.  Another problem is 

emerging when trying to solve one.  It can be said that 

Dhaka is now facing many problems.  Despite repeat-

ed attempts to solve these problems, none of them 

have been properly implemented and the problems 

have now taken a serious turn.  

 

Making a list of these problems will be much longer. 

And the cryptic situation will start with which one 

will be solved first. These problems are virtually mak-

ing this city ineffective.  People in this city are coming 

out of their houses every day with problems and re-

turning home in the midst of problems.   

 

Every day thousands of people are heading to 

Dhaka in search of livelihood. Many of them 

are trying to settle down again.  Long ago, 

the population of Dhaka increased and be-

came a megacity.  That population is increas-

ing continuously.  Especially in cities where 

the population has exceeded the capacity and 

the city is unplanned like Dhaka.  

 

The biggest problem with unplanned growth is that it 

can cut down a lot of our vital trees. The same has 

happened in the case of capital. Today there is a life-

less coating of concrete. There is a lack of open-air 

space.  Once the tree is cut down, it is no longer plant-

ed at the same time. As a result, the city is once only a 

rubbish heap of concrete.  

 

Where there are no plants, there are no insects, no 
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birds, so there is no life. The consequences of the city 

are increasingly lifeless. Dhaka must be saved from 

the consequences of being a lifeless city.  But how it 

can be possible? Plenty of green forests has to be done 

by removing concrete debris. The problem that is fac-

ing other polluted cities today is also waiting for us. 

The air that people living in Dhaka fill their lungs 

with every day contains various harmful toxic sub-

stances.   

 

One thing is clear, people are destroying nature for 

the sake of development, and in the end, they want to 

go back to that nature. If the development had been 

planned from the beginning then this result would not 

have been as today. This simple fact that we do not 

exist without the protection of nature, we first under-

stood but did not want to understand.  If we want to 

save ourselves now, we have to protect the environ-

ment together. Even today there have been cutting 

down trees in the excuse of luxury and modernity. The 

activities of that unplanned urbanization have not 

stopped even today.  Every country is working to re-

duce air pollution in any country.  As a result, we do 

not have time to sit.  The smoke from the brick kiln is 

constantly mixing in the air and making it poisonous. 

 

Needless to say, the level of air pollution in the capital 

is higher than in other cities in our country. The air in 

Dhaka contains excessive amounts of harmful sub-

stances which reach inside the body with inhalation 

and give rise to various diseases.  But the people of 

this city have to pull poisonous air out of their houses 

every day. 
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On the one hand, the number of trees in the city of 

brick and wood is declining drastically, on the other 

hand, the ever-increasing number of vehicle washes 

and the washing of nearby brick kilns are giving rise 

to these harmful substances in the air.  

 

What will we do when the air in Dha-

ka becomes unfit for human beings? 

The reasons why poison has entered 

the air today must be prevented.  And 

of course, you have to plant a lot of 

trees. In that case, every roof of Dhaka 

can be chosen.  Even if a garden can be 

created on each roof as planned, some 

solution is possible.   

 

 

We have no choice but to come up with a proper plan 

for the survival of the capital and to make it fit for 

human habitation.  We can do anything to protect our 

future. When we destroy nature, we are destroying 

ourselves. There is a proverb that if I cut the branch 

on which I am sitting, it is inevitable that I will fall to 

the ground with that branch.  Destroying the source of 

oxygen by cutting down the plants that are giving us 

oxygen to breathe is also sure to destroy us. 

 

 

Author is a Teacher and freelance writer 
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